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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

As the VRWC begins a new year of activity, it’s clear that it does so during a time of sad history in
the making. Only in wartime would sport, and other human pursuits, confront a period of such
protracted social dislocation and upheaval, in which the only foreseeable certainty is uncertainty. In
our Club’s case, we’ve already seen the impact of this upon planning (short and long-term),
competition, membership, finances and other aspects of club life. That said, the VRWC has earned a
reputation for its adaptability and resourceful response to challenges. The events of 2021 saw the
Club drawing upon these attributes once again in the face of a worsening yet unpredictable
pandemic, and it is likely to be doing so for some time yet.

While the Winter program was COVID-affected, as it was in 2020, this time we were able to hold
11 of the 19 scheduled Winter race meetings. These included all but one of our AV, VMA and Club
championship days, with strong results in all. Competitors saw our Olympians (Rhydian Cowley,
Jemima Montag, Kyle Swan and Bec Henderson) striding out ahead of them on the Middle Park
course, pretty much up to their departure for Sapporo. What was disappointing was that, due to a re-
imposed lockdown in August, we were unable to welcome these four home and congratulate them
in person on their performances in the oppressive heat of Sapporo. For the record:

e Rhydian Cowley (50km) — 8" in 3h52m01s, in the last-ever Olympic 50km race.
e Jemima Montag (20km) — 6™ in 1h30m39s (first Olympics)

Jemima and Rhydian thus maintained Australian race walking’s enviable record of having a
medallist and/or top 10 placed finisher at every Olympics since 2000 — a record few other events
can boast.

e Bec Henderson (20km) —38™ in 1h38m21s (first Olympics ... youngest starter in the race)
e Kyle Swan (20km) — 36™ in 1h27m55s (first Olympics)

Four Olympic reps for a club of our size is a hallmark by any reckoning, especially for those of us
who’ve watched their progression from underage Club racing to where they are now. We also
commend their Sapporo team-mates, Declan Tingay (WA — 17" in 20km) and Katie Hayward
(QLD — 37" in 20km) on their gutsy efforts. Congratulations, team!

In June, we took delight in seeing VRWC legend Harry Summers rewarded for his years of service
to the sport of athletics with an Order of Australia medal ... the third to be awarded to a member of
our Club. Harry now joins Tim Erickson and Simon Baker as recipient of this accolade. Well done,
H!

Off the course, we boosted our coffers a little at the Twilight Trivia evening. We saw a small but
important increase in our membership. (Not to mention a shiny, new electric tricycle for easy course
set-up and pack-up!)

A notable casualty of the August-October lockdown was the VRWC Centenary celebration,
scheduled for September to coincide with the AA National 20km championship. Both, sadly, were
cancelled. We are awaiting a firm date from AA for the 20km (after false starts in 2020 and 2021),
and we hope to be able to conduct it alongside the Centenary event as planned.

For 10 years, it was the role of separate Victorian affiliate, Racewalking Victoria (RWV), to act as
an umbrella organization under which the smaller regional walking clubs (Ballarat, Bendigo,
Geelong) could participate in interstate events conducted by Racewalking Australia (RWA). As a
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matter of unity, VRWC members also competed as RWV walkers for these events. This year, the
VRWC applied to become the sole Victorian presence at RWA events, and Racewalking Victoria
was wound up. Regional club members will compete as VRWC members at RWA competitions

from 2022, again as a single entity but without the expense of maintaining a second organization.

In last year’s report, I referred to a potentially rich recruiting field created by the lockdowns, one
comprising people who had taken to walking as the only productive form of exercise at their
disposal. An effort to harvest some of this crop was made through a poster campaign, with some
success in the form of email enquiries to myself. More will be done in 2022, by this means and
others, to bring the sport of racewalking — and our Club — to the notice of interested persons on the
community.

The work started in 2021 to take stock of walks coaches and coach education in Victoria will
resume. There are coaches active in Masters and Little Athletics centres, even if of an ad hoc nature,
presently unknown to us. We aim to set up a database of such coaches, along with examining
current coach training resources and ways of establishing a communication network through which
coaches can assist each other and channel their athletes into the VRWC racing programs.

The saddest news the Club had to announce in 2021 was of Peter Vysma’s catastrophic cycling
mishap in October. The injuries Peter suffered are life-changing, and it is most unlikely that he will
be able to return to his role as Judging coordinator nor even attend the Club in the foreseeable
future. Happily, since the early diagnosis of quadriplegia, Peter has regained significant movement
in his feet and hands and has now commenced a program of intensive rehab. Many Club and AV
members have already sent him messages and he is now able to receive cards, flowers and gifts. His
address is:

Peter Vysma — Royal Talbot Rehabilitation Centre, 1 Yarra Blvd, Kew 3101. He welcomes
messages and greetings and would love hearing from his VRWC friends and associates.

Peter’s loss to our judging panel is substantial and needs covering. We are always on the lookout for
new judges. We urge non-racing (or casually racing) Club members, parents and supporters to
consider training for this indispensable role. Please see me, Terry Swan or Diane Lowden if you are
interested.

I would like to thank the many individuals who have given their time to perform the myriad tasks
necessary to keep the Club’s programs running: Terry Swan (Club secretary and race photographer);
Mark Donahoo (race secretary, race director and handicapper); Karyn O’Neill (treasurer); Shane
and Donna Dickson (new racing uniforms, hooded jackets and Club polo shirts); Peter Vysma
(Judging coordinator); race judges Gordon Loughnan, Peter Price, David Cash, Michael Bodey,
Kathleen Marsh, Diane Lowden, Brenda Felton, Shane Dickson, Terry O’Neill, Fran Attard and Ezo
Uzun; Ralph Bennett (race entries portal); Committee members Heather Carr, Donna Elms,
Madeleine Feain and Terry O’Neill; race day officials Donna Dickson, Bill Carr, Darlene Swan, Ian
Laurie, Simon Baker and Tim Erickson — and the numerous members who’ve assisted with the set-
up and pack-away after each competition day, or helped in other small but important ways.

My thanks once again to Nate Zeeno and David Spokes of the Middle Park Bowling Club for their
ongoing assistance, and to Neil Ryan of Runners World, for his sponsorship of our Summer awards
at a time when maintaining the ‘bottom line’ has been a challenge for small businesses everywhere.

Finally, a special thanks and well done to Tim Erickson. Tim has at last stepped back to engage in
his other interests after twenty years of up-front work in so many areas of Club activity. He has
handed editorship of the Club newsletter ‘Heel & Toe Online’ to Stu Cooper and management of the
‘Racewalk Australia’ website to Kim Mottrom (SA).



Thanks, Tim. Good luck for the future. And a safe, healthy and successful year to all our members!

Stu Cooper
President
president@vrwc.org.au
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SECRETARY’S REPORT

Another year struck down by lockdowns, cancelled events and the “pandemic” affecting our daily
lifestyles.

Despite the interruptions, we managed a few races, even saw the running of the Olympic Games.
VRWC had 4 members representaing Australia, such is the depth and quality of our Victorian
athletes. Commendable efforts in a strange period of our life and in less than ideal conditions, with
humidity and temps soaring.

As for the club, we continued to manage the pandemic and offer as much racing as we could, often
faster than our parent organization could mange and sometimes faster than they wanted !

It was obviously a smaller contingent of walkers each week, some staying away due to vaccine
status and concerns over public safety, but we still manged roll out every now and then.

We decided to stop taking memberships, and focus on keeping the club running. The Victorian State
Government granted us relief payments to keep us afloat and the bowling club ceased rental. We are

truly appreciative of both incentives.

LBG 2021 was held, after a 2020 was cancelled. VRWC (Ralph Bennett) assisted in taking entries
and collating start and entry lists, along with handicap information, Metro Victorian were denied
access to the event due to further lockdowns, only a week before the event. Melburnians were
refunded funds and we apprevaited everyones patience on that process.

In 2022, we will start our winter season in Ballarat for our first event, this is largely due to the
rescheduled Grand Prix in Early April, we thanks Wayne and Kerrie Peart for their help on planning

for this and we would love to see everyone travel to Balarrat for the weekend, a BBQ will follow
the racing and Heel and Toe will have more details to come, but keep 30" April Free

Thankyou...

Club Sponsor Neil Ryan — Runners World — although we had not presented in 2020 or 2021, we
are assured Neil will continue his generous support to the club

Lochie McDonald from MinuteMan Press- Seaford - who prints our Winter and Summer Fixtures
Tim Erickson and more recently Stu Cooper for the weekly Heel & Toe Newsletter
Ralph Bennett for the entry portal and work that goes with that

Thankyou to everyone who helps in some way, from packing up, setting up, sweeping, judging, taking
photos, video...your contributions are gatefully acknowledged.

Thanks to the regular helpers, and committee members

Terry Swan
Secretary VRWC



TREASURERS REPORT
FINANCIAL YEAR - 1 October 2020 - 30 September 2021

The period of October 2020 to September 2021 was a better year than the last, for the Club as well
as everyone in our community but still suffering from the effects of lockdowns. Due to reduced
racing being possible due to COVID-19, the club has only just “broken even” recording a small
profit of $228.35.

Memberships were waived, although some were paid at the start of the year. Where possible, races
were held, but no membership fees were requested.

The external event, (both for income and expense) was Lake Burley Griffin Carnival. The donations
as listed are from members who were not able to participate at this event, and chose not to have
their entry fees refunded.

New uniforms were purchased by the club last year as well as this year, but the club was not able to
make them available until this year when racing was able to re-commence.

The Miscellaneous income was for the Trivia Night, ably organised by our President, and raffles
organised by Donna Elms.

The Membership expenses listed are for membership of Race Walking Victoria.

There are a few items in the Miscellaneous Expenses, the main one was purchase of the eBike for
use around the course during races — making life a lot easier for the volunteers, judging paddles and
stop-watches, as well as flowers for deceased members. Also purchased (listed in Office supplies)
were a laminator and printer.

The Club this year has made only a small profit, but the Club still has a sound financial base with
which to move forward into the next year, to continue to provide members with the benefits of
experience and camaraderie in a sport we all love.

I would also like to make mention that the Middle Park Bowling Club has not charged the club
rental for this year, which has been very much appreciated.

I would like to thank all the committee members for their support. Separately, I would also like to
thank Mark Donahoo, Heather and Bill Carr, Michael Bodey and the many others who have helped
with taking the race entries and fees when able, also Terry and Stuart for helping me through the
processes of the official side of the committee.

On a personal note, it was a shock to hear of Peter Vysma’s accident and I am sure that all the
members and committee send their best wishes for a speedy recovery, and recognition of all the
work he put in for our club to be as successful as it is.

Please feel free to approach me, if you would like any clarification of any aspect of the club’s
accounts, and I will do my best to accommodate. The full accounts are available for perusal at any
mutually arranged time.

The Balance Sheet and Profit and Loss report for the Financial Year 2020-2021 are included in the
following pages.

Karyn O’Neill

VRWC Honorary Treasurer




TREASURER'S REPORT
BALANCE SHEET PREVIOUS YEAR COMPARISON
As at 30 September 2021

PROFIT & LOSS REPORT

SEPTEMBER YTD 2021 2020
COMPARATIVE
INCOME
Apparel S  1,808.00 S -
Canteen ) - S 120.00
Event Services S 500.00 S 1,120.00
External Event S  6,304.00
Gifts & Donations Income S 105.00 S -
Grant - Sport & Recreation Victoria S 1,500.00
Membership Dues S 1,701.00 $  1,400.00
Miscellaneous Income ) 657.00 S -
Publications S - S -
Race Chips S - S -
Race Fees - VRWC S 8,291.00 S 1,484.00
Race Fees - VMA S 150.00 S 310.00
Sundry Receipts S - S -
TOTALINCOME S 21,016.00 S 4,434.00
EXPENSES
Bank Charges S - S -
Canteen Expenses S 39.00 S -
COVID-19 Expenses S 501.61
Clothing $ 5,675.00 S 5,284.95
Consumer Affairs S 59.20 S 59.20
Depreciation Expenses S 500.00 $  1,200.00
Equipment S 109.00 S -
Event Support Expenses ) - S -
External Event Fees S  6,209.00 S -
Gifts & Donations S - S -
Governance
Grants & Awards S - S -
Health Department - Expenditure
Honoraria S - S -
Licenses & Permits S - S -
Memberships Affiliations ) 60.00 S 450.00
Miscellaneous S 3,748.04 S 682.21
Office Supplies S 644.48 S 21.16
Paypal Charges S 534.97 S 149.28
Square Reader Charges ) 4.38
Postage & Delivery
Printing & Reproduction ) 126.21
Race Timing System S - S -
Rent S - S -
Repairs S 292.28 S -
Track Hire S 400.00 S 180.00
Trophies & Prizes VRWC S 2,274.54 S 181.00
Trophies & Prizes S - S -
Utilities S 306.74 S 514.61
Web Presence S 253.50 S 133.50
TOTAL EXPENSES S 21,236.34 S 9,357.52
NETT ORDINARY INCOME -S 220.34 -S 4,923.52
Other Income

Interest Income S 448.69 S 2,572.26
TOTAL OTHER INCOME S 448.69 S 2,572.26
NETT INCOME/LOSS ) 228.35 -S 2,351.26
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PROFIT & LOSS PREVIOUS YEAR COMPARISON October 2020 thru September 2021

BALANCE SHEET 30/09/2021 30/09/2020

CURRENT ASSETS

BANK ACCOUNTS

VRWC - General Account S 6,748.63 S 6,020.28

VRWC - Canteen Account S 2,494.24 S 2,494.24

Merrifield Account S 18,181.70 S 18,181.70

Travel Fund S 48,581.53 S  48,581.53

Term Deposit S 71,089.36 S 71,089.36
S 147,095.46 S 146,367.11

Canteen Cash Drawer S 4.00 S 4.00

Petty Cash S 75.00 S 75.00
S 147,174.46 S 146,446.11

FIXED ASSETS

Race Timing System S 502.90 S 1,702.90

Less Provn for Depn Race Timing System -$ 500.00 -$  1,200.00

OTHER ASSETS

Parks Vic Bond S 1,000.00 S 1,000.00

TOTAL ASSETS S 148,177.36 S 147,949.01

EQUITY

Opening Balance - Equity S 147,949.01 $ 150,300.27

Retained Earnings S 228.35 -S 2,351.26

Total Equity S 148,177.36 S 147,949.01
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2021 WINTER SEASON AWARD WINNERS

ATHLETICS VICTORIA TROPHY WINNERS NOT AWARDED due to incomplete season

VRWC FASTEST TIMES POINTS & HANDICAP POINTS COMPETITIONS

Masters Women 60+
Masters Women 60+
Masters Men 60+
Masters Men 60+
Masters Women 40-59
Masters Women 40-59
Masters Men 40-59
Masters Men 40-59
Open Women

Open Women

Open Men

Open Men

Under 18 Women
Under 18 Women
Under 18 Men
Under 18 Men
Under 16 Women
Under 16 Women
Under 16 Men
Under 16 Men
Under 14 Girls
Under 14 Girls
Under 14 Boys
Under 14 Boys
Under 12 Girls
Under 12 Girls
Under 12 Boys
Under 12 Boys
Under 10 Girls
Under 10 Girls
Under 10 Boys
Under 10 Boys

Fastest Times Points
Handicap Points
Fastest Times Points
Handicap Points
Fastest Times Points
Handicap Points
Fastest Times Points
Handicap Points
Fastest Times Points
Handicap Points
Fastest Times Points
Handicap Points
Fastest Times Points
Handicap Points
Fastest Times Points
Handicap Points
Fastest Times Points
Handicap Points
Fastest Times Points
Handicap Points
Fastest Times Points
Handicap Points
Fastest Times Points
Handicap Points
Fastest Times Points
Handicap Points
Fastest Times Points
Handicap Points
Fastest Times Points
Handicap Points
Fastest Times Points
Handicap Points
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Alison Thompson
Heather Carr
Terry O’Neill
Terry O’Neill
Donna Marie Elms
Donna Marie Elms
Mark Blackwood
Mark Blackwood
Madeleine Feain
Madeleine Feain
Kyle Swan

Kyle Swan

Char Hay

Jade Chitty
Heath Beveridge
Heath Beveridge
Ariana Pashutina
Ariana Pashutina
Riley Coughlan
Riley Coughlan
Ella Cunningham
Ella Cunningham
Daniel Pashutin
Daniel Pashutin
Lula Parrot

Lula Parrot

Cody Wapshott
Cody Wapshott
Ela Uzun

Havana Ali
Harris Ali

Ayden Uzun



VRWC MERRIFIELD AWARDS - COMBINED FASTEST TIMES AND HANDICAP

POINTS
Masters Men 60+
Masters Women 60+
Masters Men 40-59
Masters Women 40-59
Open Men
Open Women
Under 18 Men
Under 18 Women
Under 16 Men
Under 16 Women
Under 14 Men
Under 14 Women

VRWC STYLE AWARDS
Men
Women

Kyle Swan
Maddison Nash
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Terry O’Neill
Alison Thompson
Mark Blackwood
Donna Marie Elms
Kyle Swan
Madeleine Feain
Heath Beverdidge
Char Hay

Riley Coughlan
Ariana Pashutina
Daniel Pashutin
Ella Cunningham



VRWC PLACE GETTERS, POINTS COMPETITIONS, 2021

Female Handicap | Name E&"dicap soval | Name :‘tcst ual
Masters 40-59 1 Donna Marie-Elms 22 1 Donna Marie-Elms 22
Masters 40-59 2 Dee Holohan 16 2 Dee Holohan 18
Masters 40-59 3 Kylie Irshad 12 3 Kylie Irshad 10
Masters 60+ 1 Heather Carr 19 1 Alison Thompson 20
MaSterS 60+ 2 Alison Thompson 1 8 2 Heather Carr 1 6
Masters 60+ 3 Karyn O'Neill 17| 3 | Gwen Steed 13
VRWC Open 1 Madeleine Feain 29 1 Madeleine Feain 30
VRWC Open 2 Kate Sandford 11 2 | Kate Sandford 9
VRWC Open 3 Christal Xie 7 3 Kate Siviour 8
VRWC Under 10 1 Havana Ali 25 1 Ela Uzun 28
VRWC Under 10 2 Ela Uzun 23 2 Havana Ali 20
VRWC Under 10 3 Violet Froon 18 3 Violet Froon 16
VRWC Under 12 1 Lula Parrott 19 1 Lula Parrott 15
VRWC Under 12 2 Matilda read 9 2 Mietta Morgan 10
VRWC Under 12 3 Mietta Morgan 8 3 Matilda Read 9
VRWC Under 14 1 Ella Cunningham 14 1 Ella Cunningham 8
VRWC Under 14 2 2

VRWC Under 14 3 3

VRWC Under 16 1 Ariana Pashutina 16 1 Ariana Pashutina 23
VRWC Under 16 2 Emily Smith 11 | 2eq | Maddison Nash 13
VRWC Under 16 3 Maddison Nash 9| 2eq | Emiy Smith 13
VRWC Under 18 1 Jade Chitty 16 1 Char Hay 19
VRWC Under 18 2 Char Hay 11 | 2eq | Jade Chitty 11
VRWC Undel‘ 18 3 Grace Louey 9 zeq Grace Louey 11
VRWC Under 20 1 Jasmine Haas 2 1 Jasmine Haas 3
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Male Hf:: i Name H:";i:a Actual Plc Name A;tt‘;a'
Masters 40-59 1 Mark Blackwood 21 1 Mark Blackwood 27
Masters 40-59 2 Pramesh Prasad 16 2 Pramesh Prasad 22
Masters 40-59 3 | Julian Boland 12 3 Julian Boland 11

Masters 60+ 1 | Terry ONeil 28 1 Terry O'Neill 19
Masters 60+ 2 Geoff Barrow 19 2 Albin Hess 18
Masters 60+ 3 Albin Hess 16 3eq Geoff Barrow 15
3eq Kevin Cassidy 15
VRWC Opel’l 1 Ky|e Swan 1 3 1 Kyle Swan 1 9
VRWC Opel’l 2 Jason Kozica 7 2 Jason Kozica 10
VRWC Open 3 3
VRWC Under 10 | 1 | aydin Uzun 24 1 Harris Ali 19
VRWC Under 10 2 Haris Ali 21 2 Aydin Uzun 14
VRWC Under 10 | 3 | Qlver Semmens- 4] 3 |cioen 6
VRWC Under 12 1 Cody Wapshott 17 1 Cody Wapshott 14
VRWC Under 12 2 Levi Robertson 7 2 Levi Robertson 10
VRWC Under 12 3 Damian Baldy 4 3eq Damian Baldy 5
3eq Beau McKinnon 5
VRWC Under 14 1 Daniel Pashutin 20 1 Daniel Pashutin 19
VRWC Under 14 2 Liam Hutchins 2 2 Liam Hutchins 3
VRWC Under 16 1 Riley Coughlan 19 1 Riley Coughlan 21
VRWC Under 16 2 Marcus Wakim 15 2 Marcus Wakim 14
3 Eden Morgan 7 3 Eden Morgan 7
VRWC Under 18 1 Heath Beveridge 15 1 Heath Beveridge 13
VRWC Under 20 1 Corey Dickson 2 1 Corey Dickson 4
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VRWC OFFICIALS AND HELPERS - 2021 WINTER SEASON PRESENTATIONS

The following officials and club helpers are to be awarded a certificate and a small gift of
appreciation, in recognition of their unstinting work during the winter season.

Volunteers

lan Laurie

Simon Baker

Bill Carr

Ralph Bennett
Tim Erickson
Bob Gardiner
Gerard Feain
Madelaine Feain
Heather Carr
Darlene Swan
Cheryl Beveridge
Shane & Donna Dickson

Terry & Karyn O’Neill

Judges (Club) |

Peter Vysma
Gordon Loughnan,
Stuart Cooper,

Michael Bodey
Shane Dickson
Kathleen Marsh,
David Cash

AV appointed Judges |

Brenda Felton

Di Lowden
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